West Lafayette Jr/Sr High School

BACK TO SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Dear Families,

We are so excited to get this year started! We can’t wait to hear music playing in the hallways, laughter in
classrooms, and cheering during events after school. Let’s go! Here is some information to help prepare you and
your student for the 2025-2026 school year. The first day of school will be Wednesday, August 6. This newsletter
includes important upcoming events and dates, school day procedures and general reference information. A
separate email will be sent, serving as a brief outline of this information, and will include active links throughout the
document. Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns—phone calls and emails are always welcome.
We’re happy to connect with you and help in any way we can.

Sincerely,
Chad Rodgers
Principal West Lafayette Jr-Sr High School
Eric Ulrich Shelby Johnson Joel Strode
Assistant Principal Assistant Principal Assistant Principall Athletic Director
e
FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL - IMPORTANT DATES CHROMEBOOK DISTRIBUTION
Monday, August 4 Monday, August 4 Noon - 5:00 PM
Noon - 2:45 PM NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION Tuesday, August 5 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Incoming 7" grade and new student orientation will begin in the Students who have requested a school-
Auditorium. From there, our student leaders will guide new : h K ok it up f h
students through the building. They’ll explore important areas ?:gsgoi) romgggw ’;Egoﬁ; 622’225’ gt.‘)g;;n(tas
and have the opportunity to ask questions of our student 9y )

experts. will have a chance to practice logging in,

and families can get assistance with

While students tour the building, families will remain in the accessing Skyward and Canvas to monitor
Auditorium for a Town Hall Q&A. There will be plenty of time to student progress throughout the year.
ask “adult questions.”
Panel members will include:
. Chad Rodgers, Principal BE PREPARED!
. Shelby Johnson, Assistant Principal Junior High Students Supply List
. Libby Sheffield and Mary Russell, Grade 7-9 Counselors

3:00 - 5:00 PM OPEN HOUSE

All students and families are invited to a “Meet-the-Teacher”
Open House. Families are welcome to follow their student’s
schedule, attending 10-minute class sessions.

Noon - 5:00 PM

All students are welcome to visit the building. High School Students

Wednesday, August 6th Bring the basics: Device, paper,
FIRST STUDENT DAY N pencillwriting utensil. Classroom teachers

This will be a regular, full school day from 8:056 AM - 3:02 PM will provide specific supply requests.




SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE & PROCEDURES

Daily Schedule (M, T, Th, F) Activity Day Schedule (W)
Period 1 8:10 - 8:58 Period 1 8:10 - 8:56
Period 2 9:03 - 9:50 Period 2 9:01 - 9:43
Period 3 9:55 - 10:42 Period 3 9:48 - 10:30
Period 4 10:47 - 11:34 (A Lunch) Activity Period 10:35 - 11:07
Period 5 11:39 - 12:26 (B Lunch) Period 4 11:12 - 11:54 (A Lunch)
Period 6 12:31 - 1:18 (C Lunch) Period 5 11:59 - 12:41 (B Lunch)
Period 7 1:23 - 2:10 Period 6 12:46 - 1:28 (C Lunch)
Period 8 2:15 - 3:02 Period 7 1:33 - 2:15

Period 8 2:20 - 3:02

School daily hours of operation, before and after school student supervision

School doors will open for students to enter the building at 7:35 AM with the exceptions of Zero Hour PE class,
morning test makeup, or an athletic team practice. Please do not drop off your student before that time as
students are not allowed entry to the building until 7:35 AM.

Before first period, students may choose to have breakfast and/or visit with friends in the Red Devil Dining Court
or study/visit with friends in the Williamson Library or Commons area. Students may get prior permission from a
staff member to be allowed in their classroom for help. Procedures will be shared during the first day of school.
The school day will conclude at 3:02 PM with school buses departing by 3:08 PM. Students who are not
involved in a supervised after-school program or team practice must exit the school building by 3:30 PM. We ask
for parent assistance in ensuring that your child is picked up by then.

Lunch period procedures & expectations

Every student will receive a full class period for lunch. JH students will go to lunch during the 4th period, and HS
students will go to lunch either during the 5th or 6th period, depending on class schedules.

Students are expected to eat only in designated areas: Red Devil Dining Court, LGI room, or at the outside
picnic tables (weather permitting).

When they are not eating lunch, students may stay in the dining area or relax in designated areas only.
Restaurant food delivery services for individual students are not allowed.

West Lafayette Jr/Sr High School is a closed campus. Students are expected to remain at school during their
lunch period.

School transportation procedures: buses, drop-off/pick-up, student drivers/parking, biking, walking

Bus drop-off will be at Doors 1 & 3 on Grant Street from 7:35 - 7:55 AM.

Bus pick-up will be at Doors 1 & 3 on Grant Street from 3:02 - 3:08 PM.

Before and after school parent drop-off and pick-up is in the south parking lot. Please refer to the AM/PM Traffic
Flow map for the drop-off and pick-up procedure.

Students arriving at school after 8:10 AM must enter through Door 1 and sign in at the office.

25/26 Bus Routes and Times

More information will be coming from the Director of Transportation, Doug Caldwell. If you have any questions
about transportation, please contact the Transportation Office at (765) 269-4410.

Activity Day or “Club Day” Wednesday Schedule

Students are encouraged to get connected in any way they can. Research shows that extracurricular involvement,
whether before or during school, enhances academic achievement, including higher GPAs and standardized test
scores. It also promotes social-emotional development through collaboration and teamwork, and increases students’
sense of belonging. Each Wednesday, the bell schedule is adjusted to allow time for student club meetings. A list of
clubs may be found on the school’s website under clubs & information. We hope everyone will find a group (or two!)
to join.



MORE INFORMATION

SCHOOL SAFETY, DRILLS, SRO

. School doors are locked for the entirety of the
school day. All students and visitors must enter
through a secured entrance (Door 1).

. Per Indiana Code, our school safety plan is
certified by the IDOE within the first sixty days of
school. We also complete safety drills on a
monthly basis that include fire, tornado, and/or
lockdown/lockout.

. WLCSC continues to partner with the WLPD to
provide our School Resource Officers (SRO). All
of these officers have been NASRO (National
Association of School Resource Officers) trained
and certified. We are pleased to announce that
we now have a dedicated full time SRO at
WLJSHS!

SCHOOL NURSE
Mrs. Angie Halvorson, R.N. is our school nurse. She
will be sharing information and policies in a separate
email to all parents/guardians for the new school year.

STUDENT CODE OF
CONDUCT

ELECTRONIC DEVICE
POLICY

STUDENT ATTENDANCE
A student’s attendance is essential to learning -
learning that includes not only factual subject matter
but also attendance habits, work habits, attitudes, and
ideals.

The preferred attendance reporting method is
through the Skyward Website or Skyward App using
Absent Processing Request. All absences, including
early releases or late arrivals, can be done in
advance of the requested date(s).

FOOD SERVICES
Breakfast (Reduced) - $2.25 ($0.30)
Lunch (Reduced) - $3.75 ($0.40)
Applications for meal assistance are available on the
school website. Food Services Director Mrs. Courtney
FitzSimons will share additional information before
the start of the school year.

COUNSELING DEPARTMENT
Counselors return to their desks on Wednesday, July 30, for the start of the 2025-26 school year.
Additional counseling department updates will be sent via email.

7,8,9 A-L Libby Sheffield sheffieldl@wl.k12.in.us

7,8,9 M-Z Mary Russell russellm@wl.k12.in.us
10, 11,12 A-L Allyse Gruss grussa@wl.k12.in.us
10, 11,12 M-Z Candace Dobson dobsonc@wl.k12.in.us



https://skyward.wl.k12.in.us/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsEAplus/seplog01.w

MORE INFORMATION

SUPPORT STAFF NEEDED WLJSHS PARENT COUNCIL
(Paraprofessionals, Substitute Teachers, Bus MEETINGS - Parent Council meets at 9am on the first
Drivers, Food Service, Custodians) Wednesday of each month in the WLJSHS library. An email
WLCSC is looking for flexible, caring individuals is sent prior to each meeting with the agenda, meeting
fo assist students and teachers throughout the minutes and link to attend virtually via GoogleMeet. We hope
school day. Full and part-time positions are to see you at our first meeting on Wednesday, September
available. This is an excellent opportunity to 4th!
work on the same schedule as your children. DONATIONS - Parent Council relies on donations and
Full-time positions are benefits-eligible. sponsorships to fund teacher grants, staff appreciation and
Apply online today. We appreciate your help! related events. Show your support by donating today!

APL AN )
(RO
%ﬂ?-% A
: : ME. o R0 B
=] PSLet)z

NEW! FAMILY FRIENDLY FEATURES

PARENT HUB CANVAS PARENT PORTAL
For helpful videos and Click the Parent Help option on left menu in Canvas for teachers’ pages. This
information for Skyward and feature is designed to help parents easily access important class information,
Canvas, visit the Parent Hub including:
on our website. Navigate to . Contact Information — s 303070 o0, o oo
Departments—Technology or . Where to find grades %g?ﬁ
scan the QR code - Where to find current assignments #";:ﬁ; ‘.f"'i. ,,§s

o o

. Where to find upcoming assignments (if available) ﬁ,
33.‘

Don’t have a Canvas parent account? —Ei' H%J

Go to Canvas Resources at the Parent Hub
for step by step instructions!

FALL SEMESTER DATES OF NOTE FOR THE JR-SR HIGH SCHOOL.:
. Student picture day will be Thursday, August 21
. No school on Monday, September 1, in observance of Labor Day.
. No school on Friday, September 19, for staff professional development.
. The first grading quarter ends on Wednesday, October 8.
. No school on October 9, 10, 13 & 14 for Fall Break.
. No school on November 26, 27 & 28 for the Thanksgiving holiday.
. First-semester final Exams for credit-bearing classes will be on December 17, 18, & 19. Please note that
final exams will not be given early.
. The Fall semester ends on Friday, December 19.
The full WLCSC school calendar is available on our website.




